Right ventricular dysfunction in chronic dilated cardiomyopathy and heart failure.
In patients with advanced heart failure, the main focus has traditionally been placed on the functional assessment of the left ventricle. Therefore, the current body of literature examining the right ventricle and its influence on the pathophysiological processes in heart failure has been limited. Methods currently employed to assess the size and function of the right ventricle include: high frequency thermodilution, contrast ventriculography, radionuclide ventriculography, echocardiography, and magnetic resonance imaging; however, none of these techniques has proven to be a 'gold standard' for the assessment of right ventricular function. Nevertheless, when these methods are employed, right ventricular dysfunction has been shown to be a powerful predictor of reduced exercise capacity and survival. This relationship holds true for patients with heart failure secondary to either ischemic or non-ischemic dilated cardiomyopathy.